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APRIL 2023 

PALM SUNDAY- APRIL 2  
We will sing the Hosanna Anthem and all those in attendance will receive 
a palm branch. 
 

HOLY WEEK READINGS– APRIL 3, 4, & 5 
Join us Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm. Through 
the dramatic retelling of scripture and song, we will retrace the final 
steps of Jesus. 
 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY -  APRIL 6  
 We will gather in the Fellowship Hall to partake in a Seder Meal at  

7:00 pm, the Passover Meal that Jesus shared with his disciples when he 
said “This is my body, take and eat” and “This is my blood, take and 
drink.”  
 

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 7 

We will gather in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm for our traditional Tenebrae 
Service. This is a very moving and poignant service as we remember the 
final hours of Jesus’ life.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY— APRIL 9 

We will gather at 6:00 am for our Easter Sunrise Service that will begin in 
the sanctuary and conclude at the Moravian Cemetery on Portage Road. 
Following the Sunrise Service, we will meet back at church for an Easter 
Breakfast hosted by our youth. Our Holy Week activities will conclude 
with our Easter Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
One of my favorite classes from 
seminary was a class entitled 
“Theology in Film.” We would  
review films and discuss their  
various theological and spiritual 
messages and meanings; it was a 
wonderful exercise in thinking of 
how to approach the Biblical text looking for its underlying meanings as 
well. 
 

A film that we studied that has always stuck with me was a movie called 
“Babette’s Feast.” It is a 1987 Danish film based on a 1958 short story by  
Isak Dinesen (the pen name of Karen Blixen). The movie is set in the  
19th century and is about a woman (Babette) who comes to live in a small 
town in Denmark. The members of the town have long since harbored 
petty grudges and disagreements toward one another, despite their  
proclaimed Christian values.  
 

Without going into too much detail, the movie culminates in Babette  
serving a sumptuous and delicious French meal for the some of the  
villagers that cost thousands of dollars. When they learn of the cost of the 
meal as its being prepared, the villagers austere and puritanical  
demeanors lead them to decide that although they will attend the meal, 
they will refrain from enjoying it or talking about it. But once they arrive at 
the meal and begin to partake of the marvelous food, they can’t help but 
enjoy themselves. They hand themselves over to joy and revelry; and as 
they do so, they begin to truly fellowship with one another again – bitter 
grudges are forgiven, enmity is abolished, and genuine Christian  
community is forged once more.  
 

One of Babette’s friends who is visiting from out of town stands at the end 
of the meal to offer the following toast, quoting Psalm 85: “Mercy and 
truth have met together. Righteousness and bliss shall kiss one another. 
Man, in his weakness and short-sightedness, believes he must make  
choices in this life. He trembles at the risks he takes. We do know fear.  
But, no! Our choice is of no importance. There comes a time when your 
eyes are opened. And we come to realize that mercy is infinite. We need 
only await it with confidence, and receive it with gratitude. Mercy imposes 
no conditions. And, lo! Everything we have chosen has been granted to us. 
And everything we rejected — has also been granted. Yes, we even get 
back what we rejected. For mercy and truth are met together. And  
righteousness and bliss shall kiss one another.” 
 
This extravagant love is the crucial message of Easter. The cross and empty 
tomb help us to better understand the deep and gaudy love with which 
God loves us in Christ. If ever you should doubt how truly and wonderfully 
loved you are by God, may the elaborate and excessive story of Christ’s  
resurrection remind you once again – you are precious in the sight of God! 
 

Worship With Us 
 

Sunday, April 2nd 
Palm Sunday 
Pastor Jason will preach “See, Your King 
Comes to You” based on Jesus’  
triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday from Matthew 21:1-11. Fresh 
palm branches will be distributed to all 
in attendance and we will sing the  
traditional Moravian “Hosanna” anthem. 
 

Sunday, April 9th 
Easter Sunday 
6:00 am Sunrise Service followed by 
Easter Breakfast 
 

At our 10:30 am service, Pastor Jason 
will preach “How Does Faith Change 
Us?” based on the story of Peter, John, 
and Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb 
of Jesus. 
 

Sunday, April 16th 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
Holy Humor Sunday – Feel free to show 
up in your silliest outfit and bring a joke 
or two to share! 
Pastor Jason will preach “Perish, Spoil,  
or Fade” based on the inheritance of 
faith that the Apostle Peter says we have  
received in 1st Peter 1:3-9 
 

Sunday, April 23rd 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
Pastor Jason will preach “Live Out Your 
Time” based on the Apostle Peter’s  
instructions of how we are to  
understand ourselves as foreigners in 
this world as we live out our faith. 
 

Sunday, April 30th 
4th Sunday of Easter 
Pastor Jason will preach “I Am the  
Gatekeeper” based on Jesus’ description 
of himself as the Good Shepherd in  
John 10:1-10. 
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• Thank you to Gabriel Bernaden for 
plowing our parking lots in March 
and to Pastor Jason for snow  
blowing the sidewalks. 
 

• Thank you to Kari and Joel Caulum 
for leading worship on Sunday the 
12th and Wednesday the 15th 
while Pastor Jason was sick with 
Covid. 
 

• Thank you to all those who  
provided food for our Lenten 
Wednesday meal and study series 
throughout March. 
 

• Thank you to Sandi Newell and her 
sister Bobbie and to Toni Reigstad 
for serving as confirmation  
assistants in March. 
 

• Thank you to Peggy Landgraf and 
Pastor Jason for leading the Adult 
Sunday School class and to  
Amy Andersen, Marie True,  
Whitney BaDour, and Lisa O’Neill 
for leading the Youth Sunday 
School class in March. 
 

• Thank you to Kristi Thering,  
Toni Reigstad, and Ken Glienke for 
cleaning the church in March. 
 

• Thank you to Lindsay Freye &  
Paul Vanderbloemen,  
Tyler & Bryan Troxel,  
Toni & Steve Reigstad, and  
Kay Kinderman, Ken Glienke, and 
Joyce Simon for hosting fellowship 
after worship in March. 
 

• Thank you to  
Megan Vanderbloemen for leading 
the Wednesday Lenten Study  
Series on March 29 while Pastor 
Jason was on vacation. 

Pastor Jason at Continuing Education 
Event 
I will be out of the office during the week following Easter  
(April 10th – 14th) in Green Bay with about a dozen other Moravian  
pastors at a continuing education event. We meet twice a year to do 
ministry check-ins, case studies, a book review, and accountability  
support. We are led by Bob Johnson, the national director of the 
Solihten Institute for integrated healing. Part of my attendance at this 
event is covered by continuing education line item funds from the  
annual church budget – thank you for your support of my professional 
development in this way! 

 

Holy Humor Sunday 

Join us on Sunday, April 16 for Holy Humor 
Sunday. The first Sunday after Easter has long 
been observed by the faithful as a day of joy 
and laughter with parties and picnics to  
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Parishioners and 
pastors played practical jokes on each other, 
drenched each other with water, sang, and danced. It was a time for clergy 
and parishioners to tell jokes and to have fun. Bring your funny bones & 
happy faces as we gather in the joy of Easter! 

Family Night 
Our next Family Night will be on Wednesday, April 19 from  

6:00 – 7:30 pm. We will gather for a free meal, followed by games and 
crafts for the youth and guided conversation for the adults.  

All are welcome, whether you’re a family of one or a family of 10!  
Invite your friends!  

(If you would like to provide the meal or the games and crafts for the 
kids, please contact the church office.) 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 
  Church  

Cleaner 
Coordinator: 

Peggy Landgraf 

Sunday 
School  
Teacher 

Worship Hosts 
Coordinators: 

Jerry Mayr and Bob 
Huceck 

Call to  
Worship 

Scripture  
Reader 

Fellowship 
Host 

Coordinator: 
Shirley Block 

Apr 2nd 
Peggy  

Landgraf 
Lindsay Freye 

Marlene Sobek & 
Sandi Newell 

Elizabeth Hockett 
Laurie  

Vanderbloemen 

Lindsay Freye & 
Paul  

Vanderbloemen 

Apr 9th 
Peggy  

Landgraf 
NO CLASS 

Bob Hudecek & 
Kristi Thering–  

6:00 am 
Daryl Stephens & 

Joel Caulum–  
10:30 am 

John Scepanski 
Dorothy  
Hatfield 

(Youth)  
Easter Breakast 

Apr 16th Shirley Block 
Michelle  
Larkins 

Rich & Laurie  
Vanderbloemen 

Amy Andersen 
Elizabeth  
Hockett 

Shirley Block 

Apr 23rd Shirley Block Pastor Jason 
Peggy Landgraf & 

Seth Andersen 
Peggy Landgraf Amy Andersen 

Michelle & Mike 
Larkins 

Apr 30th Kristi Theiring Marie True 
Doug & Shirley 

Block 
Marie True Marty Karow Hosts Needed 
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April Celebrations 

April Birthdays 
2nd – Joel Caulum  
5th – Barb Ross; Curt George 
8th – Emily Quam  
10th- Claire Caulum 
16th – Chuck Karow; Ellisyn True  
30th – Anna Mayr  

 
April Anniversaries  
4th – Chuck & Maria Karow (31 years)  
7th – John & Kathryn Scepanski (21 years)  
 

Mt. Morris News 

• Men’s Retreat (age 21 and over)   
May 5-7, 2023 
Join us and Pastor Kurt Liebenow for 
an amazing weekend! We'll be having 
a blast and learning all about how God 
is molding and changing us!   

• Family Fun Weekend  
June 2-4, 2023 
Rev. Jason Andersen will be leading 
our devotions and worship! Enjoy a 
weekend of relaxation, s’mores, crafts,  
swimming, lawn games and great 
food. This is will be an awesome  
weekend for the whole family!  

 

For more information or to register for 
either of these events visit the Mt. Morris 
Camp & Conference Center’s Facebook 
Page.  

Confirmation  
Celebration 

Please plan to join us on  
Sunday, May 21 as Carter Mayr 
and  MacKenzie Mayr confirm 
their faith in Christ during our 
Sunday morning worship service. 
A special time of fellowship with cake and punch will be held in 
their honor in the social hall after worship. 

Potato Bar  
Fundraiser 
Following worship on  
Sunday, May 7, we will have 
a Potato Bar. There will be 
fresh baked potatoes with all 
the fixings – cheese, bacon, 
ham, broccoli, sour cream, 
butter, chives, etc! This will 
be a fundraiser to help send 
Megan Vanderbloemen to 
the Moravian Young Adult 
Convo this summer on  
July 3-11 in the Czech Republic and Germany. You can learn more about 
Megan’s trip at www.moravian.org/ccd/2023-young-adult-convo/.  
Stay tuned for a sign-up sheet and more information about how you can 
support Megan on her trip! 

Digital  Communication 
Each Monday morning, we send out a brief email highlighting some upcoming dates and events. If you 
would like to our weekly e-newsletter, as well as receiving this monthly newsletter in digital format, 
please contact the church office (cfmcoffice@gmail.com) to be added to the list. 

http://www.moravian.org/ccd/2023-young-adult-convo/
mailto:cfmcoffice@gmail.com
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Registering and Paying for Church Camp 
• Go to www.wdcamping.com and then click on the desired camp. 

 

• Register your child. Registration fee is $50. 
Junior Camp -- $200 (you pay $100) 
Winmor -- $300 (you pay $150) 
Chetek -- $300 (you pay $150) 

 

• Please write your check to Christian Faith Moravian Church with “Youth Camp Fund” in the memo line.  
 

• Christian Faith will then pay the full amount for the all the campers at each camp. This makes it easier on the camp 
registrar, who then only has to deal with one check. 

Camp Ages Dates Directors 

Junior Camp Completed grades 2-5 July 30th– Aug. 3rd James Heroux  

Winmor Camp Completed grades 6-8 July 23rd – 29th Jordan Forbes 

Chetek Camp Completed grade 9-age 21 July 16th – 22nd  Justin Rabbach 

Mount Morris Camp & Conference Center 
Conference Center 
Christian Faith Moravian Church wants to support our youth going 
to church camp. The Joint Board has approved paying half the cost 
of kids going to camp once they’ve registered.  

New Moravian Church 
A congregation worshipping in St. Paul, Minnesota has formally voted to become the Northern Province’s newest  
Moravian church. 
 
After more than a year of exploration and prayerful discernment, along with extensive conversations with the Western 
District Executive Board and Provincial Elders’ Conference, the Roots Congregation in St. Paul will become the Roots 
Moravian Church in early March. 
 
Led by the pastoral team of T.C. and Osheta Moore, the Roots congregation, which had been affiliated with the  
Evangelical Covenant Church, was searching for a denominational home that would be in line with their expansive  
welcome of all persons. They found such a home with the Moravian Church Northern Province and have spent a year 
learning about Moravian life and witness, history, practices, and polity. 
 
“Roots is community of ‘misfits’—people who have felt left out, pushed aside, too much, or not enough in other  
Christian spaces,” says T.C. and Osheta. “Though we come from a wide variety of different backgrounds and have  
diverse identities, we’re united in our love for God, one another, and our neighbors in the Twin Cities. We’re overjoyed 
to join the Moravian family of churches because it feels like a home filled with both meaningful traditions and space for 
our misfit-ness. Let’s follow the victorious Lamb together!” 
 

Visit their website—www.rootsmc.org 

http://www.wdcamping.com
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Connect With Us 

@deforestmoravianchurch 

Elders Meeting Highlights 
The Board of Elders met on March 23. 
 

• We read the Behavioral Covenant, the Daily Text, and opened with prayer. 
• We approved the February minutes, ministry diary, and pastor’s report. 
• We reviewed how the Lenten meal and study series has gone and finalized plans for Holy Week. 
• We set dates for upcoming events – Holy Humor Sunday, a Potato Bar Fundraiser, Camp Promotion Sunday, and 

switching to the summer schedule on June 4. 
• We coordinated plans for hosting fellowship on Confirmation Sunday. 
• We decided not to host the Dunk Tank this summer and instead just focus on Hosting the Corner on July 4th. 
• We set communion assistants for the upcoming months and selected Elders in charge and possible pulpit supply for 

Sundays this summer when Pastor Jason will be away. 
• Closed with prayer. 

 
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 17 at 6:30 pm. 

Trustees Meeting  
Highlights 
The Board of Trustees met on March 14. 

 
• We read the Behavioral Covenant. 
• We approved the Financial  

Secretary’s report, the February 
minutes, and the Pastor’s report. 

• We reviewed ongoing projects for the 
spring at the church, cemetery, and 
parsonage. 

• Monthly maintenance was performed 
on the drains, water softener, and  
furnace filter. 

 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday,  
April 11 at 6:30 pm. 

Financial Report  
as March 1, 2023 

If you have questions about this information, please feel free to speak 
with a Trustee. Thank you to Joel Caulum for compiling this report. 

General Fund Month of February Year-to-Date 

Budgeted Expenses $11,877.44 $23,754.88 

Assessments for Pastor’s 
Health, Prov. and Dist. 
Admin. – not pd. 

($2,618.47) ($5,236.95) 

Actual Expenses Paid $9,900.50 $19,335.34 

Plate Collections $12,803.47 $22,192.06 

Building Fund Month of February Year-to-Date 

Monthly Debit Service $1,331.28 $1,331.28 

Plate Collections $2,735.00 $1,100.00 

Mission Nutrition Volunteer Help 
Each Tuesday afternoon, Pastor Jason helps with a local free mobile 
food pantry called Mission Nutrition. They’re located in the Pick n Save 
parking lot opposite Home Town Pharmacy. If you’d like to help out, go 
to www.missionnutritiondeforest.org and click on “Volunteer.” You will 
be either helping load food into people’s vehicles or helping stock 
shelves or boxes, so this is not something for anyone with mobility  
issues. The volunteer shifts are from 4-6 on Tuesday afternoons, and 
they also have a shift every other Friday morning. Talk to Pastor Jason if 
you have any questions. 

http://www.missionnutritiondeforest.org
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